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THE THINKING TOOLBOX 

REVIEW L1-3 
 What is the difference between a discussion, an argument, and a fight? 
 
  a. 
 
  b. 
 
  c. 
 
 What three red flags warn that it is not good to argue?   
 
  a.  
 
  b. 
 
  c. 
 
 What is the difference between a fact, an inference, and an opinion.  
 
  a.  
 
  b. 
  
  c.   
 
REVIEW L4-8 

 
 
 
 
 

To find the Premises of an argument, ask the following questions:  
 
 1.  Is this trying to convince me of something?  What?  (conclusion) 
 
 2.  Does this have evidences or reasons for believing the statement?  If so  
  what are the evidences or reasons?  (premises) 
 
Do some of the exercises on p40-41.  

An argument must have the following two components: 
Premises = reasons 

Conclusion = the statement declared true or to be taken as true 
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BELIEF:  "I believe that . . .                                                                                             " 
Strong reasons Not so strong reasons 
  
  
  
  

 
 
BELIEF:  "I believe that the Bible is a reliable document spoken by God." 
Strong reasons Not so strong reasons 
The Bible stands up to archaeological 
scrutiny (history) 

My family believes it to be so. 

The Bible has the authenticity of reality 
when speaking about human nature 
(psychology, literature) 

I am a Christian, so I'm supposed to 
think this way. 

The Bible has never been proven 
untrue in any of its facts or wisdom 

My pastor tells us the reasons why he 
thinks it is so. 

When I read the Bible, I feel a strange 
reality that God is speaking to me in 
my own experiences. 

I read a book that has some pretty 
good reasons to believe.   

I've read a lot of books on both side 
of the issue and listened to a lot of 
people argue against my position, but 
evidence for the reliability of scripture 
greatly overwhelms any evidence 
otherwise; in fact, it often proves the 
other evidence to be completely 
false. 

 

 
 
 
 

Think about your reasons to believe a certain belief that you hold.  
 1.  Ask yourself what led you to this belief.  

 2.  Be honest, and list everything.  
3.  SORT your reasons according to the most powerful and the least powerful 

(weak).  
Know Why You Believe!! 
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Do exercises on pg. 52-53.   
 
Make a statement of opinion: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 
What holes can you see that an enemy make good use of?   
 
1.   
 
2.  
 
How can you counter these oppositions?  
 
1.  
 
2.   
 
Tip:  We will be using this skill in ALL forms of writing.  You must be able to see 
where a reader may find fault.  You will acknowledge this difference opinion 
and then give counter arguments as to your position (or, you will delete that 
opinion if your knowledge base is not sufficient or you see that your opinion is, 
after all, weak and unreliable).   
 

Do exercises p56-59 

Be Your Own Worst (or Best) Critic! 
1.  Do your research to learn the knowledge required to argue your case.  
2.  Argue your point from the opposing position. Know the "holes" in your 

position!  
3.  Do more research to fill in gaps of knowledge or strengthen weak points.  

 

Wise Use of Logic 
Always use courtesy. 

Never use logic to "slay" an enemy for their harm. 
Never use logic when human relationship is more important than the point. 

Always use logic to benefit your opponent and others. 
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BELIEF, STATEMENT, or QUESTION:   
My reasons (Pro) Opposing Reasons (Cons) 
  
  
  
  

 
Sample beliefs and statements: 
 
Grammar is useless.                      Should I go to college?  
Jesus is (just) a good teacher.             Should I tell a white lie?  
I can't ________ (you fill in the blank).    Should I believe in Jesus as  
I/you will never ___________ (you fill in the blank).   my savior? 
 

Note:  It is a well-known fact that the larger a random sampling of the 
population is surveyed, the more accurate the results will be.   
 
For example:  If I toss a coin 10x and my friend tosses a coin 10x, the results may 
be 1 "heads" and 9 "tails" for me, but 4 "heads" and 6 "tails" for my friend.  But if 
my friend and I are both included in a total of 100 people who have tossed a 
coin 10x, a tally can be reported and an average can be graphed to show just 
how often heads shows up in relation to tails.  A sample of 1000 will yield even 
better results.   
 
It is important to understand that at a certain point in time, the results will start 
yielding the same results no matter how large the sample group becomes.  This 

OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS CHART 
 1.  Pros and Cons of a Difficult Decision 

2.  Analyzing Different Viewpoints of a Topic 
3.  Forcing myself to think outside of my own bias 

 

Opposing Viewpoints Do Not Necessitate Falsehood 
 1.  Everyone has an opinion. 

2.  Some opinions are not backed by good evidence. 
3.  Some opinions are backed up by good evidence. 

4.  Reading and observing widely takes a larger random sample. 
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is considered a "threshold" for considering an accurate to the question of which 
ratio is the most common for heads:tails.   
 
In the following chart, I will not list all 100 people, but from the smaller listing of 
just 10, you can see how the results will change with the larger population.   
 
 POPULATION Tossing the coin HEADS TAILS 
Me | ||||  |||| 
My friend |||| ||||   

Total 5  ✔ 15 
Joe || ||||  ||| 
Randy ||||   |||| | 
Susan | ||||   |||| 
Elfie ||||    | |||| 
Gandalf ||| ||||   | 
Bilbo || ||||    ||| 
Frodo ||||   || ||| 
Other ||||    | |||| 

Grand Total (of All 10) 41 58✔ 
 
From this, you see the results changed!  The above table is not from an actual 
experiment.  If you want to do this experiment using yourself and 9 others, you 
can see for yourself.  But you can see that IF these were the random samples, 
the first two (any two!) would yield a different result than the 10 added together 
and compared.   
 
THEREFORE, the more widely you READ and LISTEN to a variety of viewpoints, the 
greater your ability will be to decide intelligently between them.   
 
There is a point at which you will have surveyed "enough" to know that the 
sampling will not yield any different results.  Likewise, you will begin to see some 
viewpoints or beliefs coming up stronger than others (i.e., with greater evidence 
behind them).  It is important that we realize we can not survey the entire world 
samples before we are convinced of a point.  We must, at some point, come to 
rest upon the most reliable option based on the evidence that we have.  We 
are all still learning, but practicality says that we must, in the end, decide.   
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The lessons through Lesson 18 give practice thinking through exercises and 
examples.  We will cover Lesson 19 and on in the next review.   

Greater Number doesn't always mean accuracy.  
Which viewpoints are STRONGER?   

1.  Stronger viewpoints are those whose sources are reliable.  
2.  Reliable sources are those which are PRIMARY ("eyewitness" accounts). 
3.  Motives matter!  Look for "hidden, self-affirming agendas" in the source. 
4.  The Bible teaches the importance of "corroboration" (2-3+ witnesses). 

 


