
PRONOUNS 

 
Nominative (Subjective) Pronouns function as SUBJECT or PREDICATE NOMINATIVE (p.n.).   
 A subject and a predicate nominative are the same thing (=).    He is a pilot.  He = pilot.  
 
Objective Pronouns function as O.P., D.O., or I.O.  Use the correct form in the correct function.  
 
Possessive Pronouns function as "showing ownership", and does NOT have an apostrophe.  They are adjectives. 
 
The antecedent ("comes before") is the noun or pronoun to which a possessive or reflexive pronoun refers back. 
 The ducklings waddled after their mother.     "Ducklings" is the antecedent.    
   
Reflexive Pronouns refer back to another noun or pronoun in the sentence and  ends in "self" or "selves".  
 Can you fix the tire yourself?   "You" is the antecedent for the reflexive pronoun "yourself." 
 
Demonstrative Pronouns "point out" which one(s) when used alone:  this, that, these, those. 
 When used before a noun, they form adjectives:      "I want that."         "I want that one." 

 Subjective 
Singular 
(Nominative) 

Subjective 
Plural 
(Nominative) 

Objective 
Singular 

Objective 
Plural 

Possessive 
Singular/Plural 
(poss. adj.) 

Posessive 
Sing/Plural 
(pred. adj.) 

1st  
Person 

      I am we are  me us my/our mine/ours 

2nd 
Person 

you are you(all) are you you(all) your yours 

3rd 
Person 

he/she/it is they are him/her/it them his/her/its 
their 

his/hers/its  
theirs 
*whose 



Interrogative Pronouns ask a question:  who?, whom?, whose?, which?, and what?.   
                         S.                             S        =   P.N.                               S.                     D.O.           O.P.      H.V.  S.    M.V. 
  Who won?      The winner is who?      BUT!     The teacher chose whom?  [To whom] did you reply? 
 
  Whose, which, and what are pronouns when they stand alone, but adj. in front of a noun: 
   Whose  is that dog?         Whose dog is that?  
   Which will it be?     Which one will it be?  
   What can my answer be?   What answer will I give?  
 
Indefinite pronouns refer to an undefined number of noun when used alone.   
 
PLURAL  SINGULAR  SINGULAR  SINGULAR  SINGULAR  SINGULAR 
many each some any no one  every 
few either someone anyone none everyone 
several neither somebody anybody nobody everybody 
both another something anything nothing everything 
 one     
      

 If indefinite pronouns are used before a noun, they function as adjectives.    "any dog" 
 
PLURAL:  Use possessive pronoun "their".   
   Some of their pets were cocker spaniels.  
SINGULAR:  Use possessive pronouns her, his, and its. * 
   Each chooses his own course of study.  
   Everyone must leave her book on the table.  
 

A word about Gender Specific Pronouns (GSP) and the neutral, singular pronoun "they" and "them": 
  Rather than try an awkward phrasing to include both genders (or "all" genders), use "they" or "them".  
 
  Everyone should pick up his or her own towels.     >     Everyone should pick up their own towels.  
 
  Use the gender non-specific pronoun when the gender of the group is unknown or mixed.   

TIP:  Be 
sure to 
cross out 
preposition
al phrases!!  


